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3-S;7ISLL LIIAIT PLACED 
ON WILDFOWLZRS t GUNS 

Wa.terfowl Conservation Measure 
Approved by President 

Roosevelt 

The lorg-looked-for reduction in the killing 

capacity of magazine s?lotcJns has at last been realized. 

President Roosevelt has approved an amendment to Federal hunting 

recJlations that places a 3-sheI limit on a-ato-loading and otiler reioeating shot- 

,@ns,the Bureau of Biological Survey announced today. This reform ii1 wi.ldr”owling 

low advocated by sportsmen and conservst ionists wLis made urgent by the alarming 

decrease .in the num-aer of ducks. 

The regulation, which becomes effective immediately, applies only to 

Automatic-leading or hand-operated repeat iw< snotguns used in hunting d-l&s, 

geese, and other mi-iratory gaxle birds. Users of these t;rpes of weapon’ are 

req’rired to have the magazin::s sto,?;)ed with plugs that cannot be removed in the 

field, or must have the magazines cut dban to the reqxired shell capacity. 

p,e:?airs necessary to brj.x ;;uns within tkB provisions of the new regulation, 

it is pointed opt, will cost little, and arms cwqcmies, having in mind the 

interest of sportsmen now in possession of sxh gais, have agreed to coapsrate in 

this conservation measure. 

The new auendment, recomended by the Biological Survey, adopted by the 

Secretary of kriculture, and approved by the President on February 2, in 
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accordance with the Uigatory Bird Treat;; Act of 1918, provides that migetory 

game birds may not be taken kith or by mans of arq- au.t omsti c-?-oad.ing or hc.nd- 

opereted repeating sho5g.m capCable of hold’in : more than 3 shells the ma.P;azine of 

wbick has not been cut off, or plugged with a o;:e-pi ece metal or wooden filler 

incap&Jle of removal t:1ro:@ t:-le lozdilx end tllereof, so cs to reduce the c:>,pa,si t:: 

President, will be 02 Q.:;cz.lcul:tble advanto..f;e 2~1 tile preserve tion of our mi::fatory 

waterfowl. I’ Ffle Secr,:‘;ar;” pointed out tha.t the measarr: +il:. deprive il0 one of 

the ,privilege of hunti.:l.: sucli bird s am?. will meet an exceedingly v?.despres.d demand 

throughout the country. It 

The demand for tile action, it gas said, was insistent and pretty genC.ra,Illy 

made even by the sport sm+n t&mselves, aaci WP.S wx ' xously favored by conscrvstion- 

ists. 
J. N. Darling (Y9ing11), Eiolo;ic:l,l Sul*~ay Chief, hailed tL;le 2mendnert a. s 

as out standing conservation act. l’Prcssur:> from all ouart~rs,ll he explain-d, “has 

become exceediqly great tiuring the last few years as the a-nnual toll of the hun- 

ters, plus the natural causes, l:ave threz.tened with extermination some of our 

choicest species amon:; t-he migrator; waterfowl groups and reduced to the danger 
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It early became apparent, says the Bureau, that the abuses of multiple- 

shell gms far exceeded the adv:ultzges to the true s;lortsman. Eilagaz ine- she tguns 

holdiw five or six shells at a loading, con%ributcd both to careless markxmanship 

and to excessive destruction of birds. T’ne large+awe gun s had been ruled out) 

but in their place, through man’s ingenuity, had come an even mart! deadly killing 

device. 
!Qqe of Gun O.+posed by Sportsmen 

As early as 1913, the first protests among sportsmen’s groups began to be 

heard, and the pressure for restriction has progressively increr;sed as the need 

for wildlife preservation has become more evident. State and Nat ions1 organ* 

izations of sportsmen, one after another, have passed resolutions reqlzesting the 

outlawi% of the alto-loadinCl; gun, and BS the sentimtint has grown wainst the 

a-&o-loader, the hand-operated repeating shotgun has been included in the protest. 

Canada in six Provinces and the Northwest Territories has legislated a. prohibition 

a@nst them, similar action Las bean taken by two States, as,d at recent sessions 

of the Advisory Board, Migratory Bird Tr=aty Act, the demand was insistent that 

the I’ederal Government act. 

In the meantime, says the Bureau’s statement, the majority of ,gun clubs in 

the country have imposed upon themselves a prohibition of both auto-loaders and 

plunp guns on their own grounds. &nufacturers have already put on the market 

modified models of both the auto-loading and the pump 6hOt@ll6 that can accomodate, 

only three shells at a loading. The trend, says the Bureau, has apparently been 

to the double-shot gun or to a single-barreled u+~apors of &&ell c%$acity, and *he 

new reg-Elation is thus in harmony with developments among sportsmen. 
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